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ORIGIN L-03 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO OES-06 H-02 EB-07 SCSE-00 /029 R 

DRAFTED BY L/C:DRHENDERSON:LAE 
APPROVED BY L/C : FAKWI ATEK 
ARA/MEX:FJZAMBITO 
OES/OFA/FA:BSHALLMAN 

061876 

R 091922Z AUG 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMCONSUL MERIDA 
INFO AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

UNCLAS STATE 197167 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ALCM, MX 

SUBJECT: SEIZURE OF "STAR VEGA": THOMAS A. SMIRCH - FPA 
CLAIM 

REFS: A. MERIDA 0145, B. MEXICO 7437, AND PREVIOUS 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED INQUIRY FROM CONGRESSMAN SAM 
GIBBONS ABOUT THE CLAIM OF THOMAS A. SMIRCH, CAPTAIN 

OF SHRIMP FISHING VESSEL "STAR VEGA" FOR REIMBURSEMENT 
UNDER THE FISHERMEN S PROTECTIVE ACT OF 1967, AS AMENDED 
FOR AMOUNTS PAID TO OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF THE VESSEL 
SEIZED BY THE GOM ON APRIL 29, 1976. 

2. CONGEN REQUESTED TO FURNISH EARLIEST COPY GOM TRANS- 
CRIPT OF ITS PROCEEDINGS IN CONNECTION WITH SEIZURE, 

DETENTION AND PENALIZING "STAR VEGA"- AS REQUESTED RECORD 
WILL BE CRUCIAL IN VIEW OF CONFLICT IN TESTIMONY BETWEEN 
CLAIMANT AND GOM REGARDING LOCATION OF SEIZURE, DEPARTMENT 
WOULD APPRECIATE MISSION OBTAINING EXTREMELY LEGIBLE 
DOCUMENTS AND STATEMENTS REFERRED TO IN PARAS 1(B) AND 3 IN 
REF B. ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONGEN MAY BE ABLE TO 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SHIP DETENTION, STAR VEGA F/V 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 09 AUG 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE197167 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: DRHENDERSON:LAE 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760306-1071 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9760871 /aaaackgt. tel 

Line Count: 62 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN L 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 MERIDA 145, 76 MEXICO 7437 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ellisoob 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 JUL 2004 by hattaycs>; APPROVED <27 JUL 2004 by ellisoob> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SEIZURE OF "STAR VEGA": THOMAS A. SMIRCH - FPA CLAIM 
TAGS: EFIS, MX, US, (SMIRCH, THOMAS A) 

To: MERIDA 
Type: TE 
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